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Pentecostal Tabernacle Vancouver 2019 Retreat Topics

Day 1: August 19 (Monday)
Speaker: Edmund San
Topic: The Tactics of the Devil

1. Who is the Devil (Satan, Snake)?
Rebel, hostile enemy, renegade, accuser, provoker, deceiver

References: Ezekiel 28:12-19
Isaiah 14:12-20

2. What tactics does the devil use to attack believers?
2.1 Work in our hearts (mind)
Self righteousness, inferiority, jealousy, bitterness, rage and

anger, faulty ambition — judgemental spirit

2.2 Work through our tongue (our words)
Judgemental words — gossip, grumbling, slandering, rumours,
lies, discord

2.3 Work through our actions
Argument, dispute, heresy, divisiveness, contentiousness

2.4 Results:
Personal: corruption - death - final judgement — hell
Collective: Church becomes chaotic, disunited, ineffective in
ministry

References: Ephesians 4: 1-6, 27-32
Galatians 5: 16-26
1 John 2: 15-17
1 Timothy 6: 4-5
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3. Fighting the devil’s work

3.1

3.2

3.3

3.4

Prayer
God’s word (Bible)

Infilling of the Holy Spirit and fruit bearing: love, joy, peace,
forbearance, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and
self control

Speaking the truth in love

References: Philippians 2:1-11
Revelation 12:11
Matthew 18:15-17
Proverbs 4:23, 25:28
Ephesians 5: 6 - 13
Job 42: 8,10
James 5: 16

4. Reflection questions: Individual and Collective

1.

ook wn

In what ways have | or we (the church) been tricked by the
devil?

How were the tactics hidden? How to expose them?

What harm or damage was caused by the devil’s tricks?
How to overcome the work of the devil?

How to repair and restore the damages caused by the devil?
How to prevent or avoid the destruction by the devil?

The goal of the discussion is to overcome the devil's work in order to
achieve Church unity (unity in the Spirit) .
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Day 2: August 20 (Tuesday)

Speaker: Anne Cheng

Topic: Go online or offline -- an analogy of your relationship with God and
with fellow believers

1. An overview
1.1 King David’s life
e King David'’s relationship with God in different seasons of life
e King David’s impact on his people
1.2 Your life
e Your current relationship with God
e Your current relationship with fellow believers
1.3 An analogy in relationship
Online - connected to, served by, or available through a system and especially a computer
or telecommunications system (such as the Internet)
Offline - i) not connected to or served by a system and especially a computer or
telecommunications system; ii) done independently of such a system

Please feel free to respond to the following questions that relate to you.

2. A new life/ season
2.1 The background of King David
e He knew God since he was young and was anointed by Samuel
e He sinned against God and asked for His forgiveness
e He experienced many challenges, sufferings and battles
e He wrote a lot of psalms to depict his experiences, emotions and pleas

2.2 The repentance/turning point/renewal of King David
e How did King David reconnect with God after he sinned?
e How was the pouring out of his heart crucial to his relationship with God and with
his people?
e \What was the impact on his people in seeing the honesty/vulnerability of King
David?
King David asked for a pure heart and a steadfast spirit (Psalm 51:10-12)
King David poured out his heart to God (Psalm 62:8)
After Abner was murdered, King David told his men that he was weak (2 Sam 3:37-
39)

2.3 Your turning point: repentance/turn-around/renewal/progress
1. What made you go “offline” in your relationship with God or “mute” God’s voice?
2. How did you reconnect with God?
3. How did you “pour out your heart” to God?
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4. What made you go “offline” in your relationship with fellow believers?

5. How do you feel about sharing your spiritual journey (including weaknesses) with
fellow believers?

6. If you were to write a psalm, what kind of feelings would you express to God and to
fellow believers?

7. How did your turnaround encourage fellow believers?

8. How did your authenticity help to build a genuine relationship with fellow believers?

3. A contagious love - let it beqin with you
3.1 A thought, a revelation, a promise (1 Chronicles 17:1-15)

e King David experienced and responded to God’s love and righteousness

e |t started with a thought - to build a temple for God

e God responded to him quickly with His plan and promise

e His heart and actions impacted his people to give generously to God
...he (David) said to Nathan the prophet, “Here | am, living in a house of cedar, while the
ark of the covenant of the Lord is under a tent.” Nathan replied to David, "Whatever
you have in mind, do it, for God is with you.”(1 Chron 17:1-2)

3.2 Gifts for building the Temple (1 Chronicles 29:1-9)

e King David prepared building material and other resources

e He encouraged his people to give willingly to God
“.. Everything comes from you, and we have given you only what comes from your hand.”
“..And now | have seen with joy how willingly your people who are here have given to you.”
verses 14 & 17

3.3 Your thought/response
1. How did you experience God’s love and righteousness? Any responses?
Has the Holy Spirit ever prompted you to do anything?
What is that “thought™? Any follow-up action?
How does your connection with God encourage you to act?
Did your act encourage fellow believers? How did they respond?

aprowbd

4. Be a part of God’s great plan

4.1 King David’s example
e He had served God’s purpose in his own generation (Acts 13:36)
e He was a man after God’s own heart and he would do everything God wants him
to do (Acts 13:22)
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4.2 Be a readily functioning part of the body of Christ (1 Cor 12:12-31)
“Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it.” verse 27

1.

w

How would you respond and react differently in knowing that you are part of the
body system instead of on your own?

What may help or hinder your connection to the body system?

What may help or hinder your functioning in the body system?

Can you keep functioning in the midst of challenges/sufferings/adversity? How can
you overcome them?

5. What’s next?

Are you willing to nourish a healthy relationship with God and with fellow believers?
Are you willing to serve God’s purpose in your life?
What is your next step? How will you actualize it?

God’s great mercy and power in changing King David’s life and his willingness to fully
connect and submit to God are something that | hope you can take away today. May God’s
love compel every one of us - to live a life not only serving His purpose, but also resulting
in great fulfillment and joy in our relationship with Him and with fellow believers.

Thank you for your participation! | appreciate your feedback and sharing! ~ Anne
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Day 3: August 21 (Wednesday)
Speaker: Esther Fong
Topic: God’s channel — always ready to testify for God

“...you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be
my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”
(Acts 1:8)

Background: Learn from the Apostle Paul (Acts 22:1-21, 26:1-29, 1 Corinthians 11:1)

Reflection: Is being God’s channel just a slogan or catch phrase for us? What are the
other deeper meanings?
How can we willingly commit ourselves to be God’s channel to testify about
the salvation brought by Jesus?

1. Understand the Gospel — Let God’s words flow into our hearts
1.1.Verify what we heard
- Personal (Galations 1:11-24)
- As agroup / church (Galations 2:1-9)
Can we share our concern or question without any reservation?
How can we overcome this as a group?

1.2.Pursue spiritual growth
- How do we nurture our spiritual life (with time and effort)?
- How do we find out if our spiritual life is progressing or regressing? Only
when we are facing challenge(s) or at difficult time(s)?

2. Testify for God — Be God’s Channel and share the Gospel with others
2.1.Follow the Gospel and Act on it — Our spiritual learning comes from God (John
4:14)
2.1.1.Where is the source (“head”) of my channel — Fitting for God’s Use
- According to whose standard or principle? Are we doing it because of
tradition, as a routine, or to fulfill someone’s expectation?
- How to live according to God’s Will — renew and rebuild, “upgrade”
ourselves to build on our spiritual foundation?
- If we still have reservation, are we willing to follow and practice with
faith?

2.1.2.Keeping my channel clear to let God’s word flow inside — daily life and
spiritual learning evolve continuously
- In what way(s) is my spiritual life in a vicious cycle like the Israelites in
the Old Testament?
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- How am | easily being affected by others like the Galatians in the early
days of the church? (Galatians 1: 6-10)

- Strive to follow and practice the Gospel (understand the teaching more
with daily practice and grow to love God more) (2 Timothy 4:7-8)
How am | going to keep my hope of salvation until the end (the ultimate
goal) and being renewed in my daily life (winning the good fight
spiritually everyday)?

Any personal testimony on how your simple faith and action have led to a deeper
understanding of God’s Word?

2.2.Sharing the Gospel / Witnessing (one timer, short term, long term) — working with
God to accomplish the “Mission”
2.2.1.How do others feel about your daily behaviour?
Including certain common Christian behaviours (pray before meals, going to
church regularly, Using “PTL”, quoting Bible verses) (Please add your own
examples)
Any further explanation or sharing if the situation allows?

2.2.2.What type(s) of testimony and learning are we willing to share?
(Colossians 3:16-17)
- Only some particular types of learning
- Only some particular types of witnessing (being healed, problem solved)
- Is there anything missing in our sharing (content, experience sharing or

Biblical references)

How can we share all sorts of spiritual matters (victories or failures), and the
learning from them?

2.2.3.Willing to accept what God prepares for us (Acts 9:10-20, 16:6-10)
- In a strange and unfamiliar environment
- To people who we are not close to, to strangers
- To people who may be hostile to us
What can we start to prepare now?

2.2.4.Sharing our views on Social Media and through other activities
- Do our views abide by God’s standard?
- How to explain and deal with criticism?

2.2.5.Being a part of God’s ministry — as different parts with different functions
- Agquila and Priscilla (Acts 18)
Able and willing to share with those from all walks of life
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- Timothy (2 Timothy 1:5, 13), Titus (Titus 1:4)
Parents and older generations to nurture and encourage the younger
generation by speaking about the Gospel and daily actions.
The younger generation learns and continues to commit themselves to
serve the Lord

- Barnabas (led Paul to the apostles after his conversion, guided John
Mark back to God’s ministry )
With empathy, God’s wisdom and faith to assist and encourage the
fellow believers who are spiritually weak

- Luke (Paul’s travelling companion in his ministry, collecting information
and recording, author of the Gospel of Luke and the Acts of the
Apostles)
Sharing the Gospel with text, voice and/or graphic recording

How willing are you to cooperate with God? Which role would you assume
in His team?

If you have any personal testimony, please feel free to share. Also, your personal
prayer request is welcome.

Thank you for your sharing. May we all continue to humbly follow the guidance of the
Holy Spirit — to grow spiritually, and truly be God’s channel to testify for Him daily.
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