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Pentecostal Tabernacle Vancouver 2018 Retreat Topics

Day 1: August 20 (Monday)
Speaker: Edmund San
Topic: Transformed by Renewing Your Mind

" Therefore, | urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as a
living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God—this is your true and proper worship.

Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind.
Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is— His good, pleasing and perfect
will." Romans 12:1-2

“Above all else, guard your heart, for everything you do flows from it.” Proverbs 4:23

1. A Living Sacrifice
Many people are now concerned about work-life balance. So is there a balance between
spiritual and worldly life? How do you balance your spiritual and worldly life?

Reference Scriptures: Luke 9:23-25, 14:33, Matthew 6:24

What does to offer your bodies as a living sacrifice mean? Please share your experience of
presenting your life as a living sacrifice?

Is there any reason why you are not able to serve God wholeheartedly?
Reference Scripture: Romans 7:14-25

Why did Jesus speak strongly against faith that is neither hot nor cold? How not to be a
lukewarm Christian? Please share your personal experience.
Reference Scripture: Revelation 3:15-20

2. Renewing Your Mind

What does to conform to the pattern of the world mean?
Reference Scripture: 1 John 2:16

How do worldly cultures and values influence us in our learning and practicing the Word of
God? Give examples of conflicts between worldly ideas/values and the teachings of God?

Why do you have to renew your mind?
Reference Scripture: Romans 1:28

What help can you get from God when it comes to renewing your mind?
References: Hebrews 4:12, Titus 3:5, John 15:5, 16:13, 8:12, 2 Timothy 1:7, James 1:5:

How can you be transformed by renewing your mind? What can you do to eliminate
inappropriate ideas in your heart?
Reference Scriptures: Colossians 3:1-8,16, Philippians 4:8, Romans 16:19



What do you want to change?
Reference Scriptures: Mark 9:33-34, Philippians 4:8, Ephesians 4:22-25

How can the change be sustained?
Reference Scriptures: Romans 8:5-13, 2 Corinthians 3:16-18

Please share your personal experience of transformation by the renewal of your mind, citing
both successful and not-so-successful examples.

Day 2: August 21 (Tuesday)
Speaker: Anne Cheng
Topic:  “Lord, we want to see!”

“What do you want me to do for you?” he asked.

“Lord,” they answered, “we want to see.” Matthew 20:32-33

(The following questions in <Part | to V> are for your reference in group discussion. You may
like to choose those that are relevant to your learning and experience. You are welcome to
come up with your own self-reflective questions and sharing in learning this topic and Bible
passages.)

() Two blind beggars cried out to Jesus Matthew 20:29-34

1. If Jesus asks you, “What do you want me to do for you?” How would you reply?

2. If you were the two blind beggars, would you cry out to Jesus? Or would you try other
ways to meet your needs? (verse 30)

3. How would you feel when you are in need but others don’t understand or even scold
you? Would you continue to cry out to Jesus? (verse 31)

4. What is your experience of Jesus stopping and calling you (verse 32)/ having
compassion on you? (verse 34) What has been the impact?

(I) Open his eyes, Lord
Elisha traps blinded Arameans 2 King 6: 8-18

And Elisha prayed, “Open his eyes, Lord, so that he may see.” Then the Lord opened
the servant’s eyes, and he looked and saw the hills full of horses and chariots of fire all
around Elisha. (verse 17)

1. What do you think about the relationship of praying and “opening the eyes”? (verse 17)
Please share an experience of how God “opened your eyes” even though the situations
and the people involved did not change. How did God’s messages and words encourage
you?

2. What does “the hills full of horses and chariots of fire all around” mean to you? How did
God help and protect you?
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(Illa) The Light Within Luke 11:34-36

Your eye is the lamp of your body. When your eyes are healthy, your whole body also is
full of light. But when they are unhealthy, your body also is full of darkness. See to it, then,
that the light within you is not darkness. Therefore, if your whole body is full of light, and no
part of it dark, it will be just as full of light as when a lamp shines its light on you.”

1. What changes have taken place in your life after God had “opened your eyes”? (e.g.,
attitude, state of mind, self-initiation, willingness to contribute/participate, communication
with others, love and care for others, hope and perseverance...)

(Illb) Open their eyes and prepare a great feast (God working through you)
2 Kings 6:19-23

Elisha told them, “This is not the road and this is not the city. Follow me, and | will lead you
to the man you are looking for.” And he led them to Samaria. After they entered the city,
Elisha said, “Lord, open the eyes of these men so they can see.”...

“Set food and water before them so that they may eat and drink and then go back to their
master.” So he prepared a great feast for them, and after they had finished eating and
drinking, he sent them away, and they returned to their master. So the bands from Aram
stopped raiding Israel’s territory.

1. Please share how the light in one’s life attracts people to God, so that they can receive
the richness of God’s words and blessings:
a. How have you been attracted to God by a believer’s life?
b. How has God worked through you to attract other people to Him?

IV) More Sharing...
Please share a recent experience of how you have made room for Jesus to work on
you. You may include the following if they are relevant:
« Stop and let Jesus have a conversation with you
o Let Jesus work wondrously in your life when you are most in need
e Let Jesus’ compassion come to you
e Let Jesus touch you
« Willing to be changed/transformed by His love
“ Your prayer request is welcome

V) For your reference
Ephesians 1:18-20; 11 Cor 4:4 & 6

(Thanks for your contribution in the group discussion. Your feedback and sharing to me will
be much appreciated!  Anne)
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Day 3: August 22, 2018 (Wednesday)
Speaker: Geoffrey Ko
Topic: The Beatitudes: Living Out the Blessed Kingdom Life (Matthew 5:1-16)

1. Introduction

1.1 The word beatitude comes from a Latin word beatus which means “happy” or “blessed.”

1.2 The Beatitudes highlight the characteristics of the citizens of the kingdom of God and a
life of ongoing vigilance, repentance and renewal in the Spirit.

1.3 Their sequence describes the progressive development of Christ-likeness in a believer.

2. Present and Future Kingdom

2.1 The kingdom of heaven represents God'’s gracious rule—where his will is done.

2.2 God’s kingdom is portrayed in the gospels as a present experience for those who believe
in Jesus, whose ministry, teachings and miracles are manifestations of it (Luk 11:20,
17:21).

2.3 “Already-but-not-yet”: The kingdom of heaven and the promises within it are already part
of the church’s experience. However, the fullness of its power and influence is not yet
totally experienced. Jesus Christ will bring about the fullness of the kingdom in his
Second Coming.

3. The Beatitudes (Mat 5:3-12)
3.1 Beatitude 1: “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.” (Mat
5:3)

MEANING AND PRIMARY VIRTUES: Humility, Honesty, God-dependence
The “poor in spirit” are those who acknowledge their inadequacies and recognize their need
for God in all things, that only God can save, protect and strengthen them.

What the WORLD Says What the BIBLE Says
e Show off your abilities and strengths. e The truly happy people are those who
e Cover up your weaknesses and mistakes. admit their spiritual bankruptcy before
e One can earn his salvation by doing good. God, who alone can transform human
e All human problems can be solved through nature.
collective will and effort and cooperation. e The only everlasting kingdom is the one
where the Messiah rules. (Rev 11:15,
19:6)

OPPOSING FORCES IN ACTION
Pride Vs. Humility; Self-sufficiency Vs. Total Human Depravity; Self-reliance Vs. God-
dependence

RELATED TEXTS: Isa 29:19; Mat 18:4.

APPLICATION

In what areas of your life are you trying to make it on your own instead of seeking God’s
help?

On what occasions would you be driven to pretend to be holy, righteous, or strong?

In what ways has God helped, strengthened or blessed you as a result of your honest
admission of your own inability and inadequacy before him?

3.2 Beatitude 2: Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.” (Mat 5:4)

MEANING AND PRIMARY VIRTUES: Humility, Honesty

“Those who mourn” refer to people admitting their wrongdoing, feeling remorseful and
desiring God’s forgiveness and salvation through genuine repentance.

“Those who mourn” are also those who recognize the perversions of the world and wish
God to send his Messiah to restore his kingdom and set the world right.
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What the WORLD Says What the BIBLE Says
e Don’t worry. Be happy! e “The LORD is close to the
e The most important thing in life is to be brokenhearted and saves those who are
happy at all times. crushed in spirit.” (Psa 34:18)
e Too much talk about sin and repentance | e “You will grief, but your grief will turn to
negatively burdens people with guilt. joy.” (Jhn 16:20b)

OPPOSING FORCES IN ACTION
Pride Vs. Humility; Self-deception Vs. Truthfulness
RELATED TEXTS: Ezk 36:32; Psa 51: 17b; 2Co 7:10.

APPLICATION
e |If Jesus were here now, what secrets in your heart would be exposed and need
cleansing?

¢ What sinful thoughts, deeds and entangling habits do you need to mournfully confess?
e Share the peace, joy and relief you felt after you had confessed your sins and needs to
God.

3.3 Beatitude 3: “Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.” (Mat 5:5)
MEANING AND PRIMARY VIRTUES: Humility, Gentleness
e Meekness is often associated with humbleness and trust in God, e.g., “...But | will leave
within you the meek and humble, who trust in the name of the Lord.” (Zep 3:11-12)
e Meekness marks the attitude of a new believer—willingness to serve God and do his will
and treating others with humility and gentleness.

What the WORLD Says What the BIBLE Says
e Only the wealthy, proud and mighty will | ¢ “Trust in the LORD...lean not on your
rule the world. understanding.” (Pro 3:5)
e Those who are confident in themselves | ¢ Jesus is “gentle and humble” (Mat
and their abilities can hold on to authority. 11:29).
e “Nice guys finish last.” e “A man’s anger does not bring about the
righteous life that God desires.” (Jas
1:20)

OPPOSING FORCES IN ACTION

Pride Vs. Humility; Aggressiveness Vs. Gentleness; Selfishness Vs. Selflessness

RELATED TEXTS: Psa 149:4; 1Pe 5:6.

APPLICATION

What areas of your life hinder you from accepting or obeying God’s will and trusting him?
How has God guided and blessed you as a result of your trust in and obedience to him?
In what ways have humbleness and gentleness benefitted you in life?

In what ways will pride, bad temper and anger hurt others and destroy relationships?

3.4 Beatitude 4: “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will
be filled.” (Mat 5:6)
MEANING AND PRIMARY VIRTUES: Passion and Zeal
e Just as poverty leads to hunger, the recognition of one’s spiritual poverty leads to a
hunger for righteousness and a desire for God’s rule which will bring justice and peace.
e Those who are spiritually born again strongly desire to be godly or Christ-like so that the
attributes of Christ are reproduced in their lives.

What the WORLD Says What the BIBLE Says
o It's futile to desire things to be right. It's | ¢ “l am the bread of life. He who comes to
meaningless and impossible. me will never go hungry...who believes
in me will never be thirsty.” (Jhn 6:35)
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e When doing what is right is inconvenient, it | ¢ “Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly
is fine to compromise and set aside honor. as you teach and admonish one another
e “Biblical knowledge isn't that important. in all wisdom.” (Col 3:16)
Application is everything.”

OPPOSING FORCES IN ACTION
Indifference Vs. Passion; Luke-warmness Vs. Zeal; Insincerity Vs. Sincerity; Laxity Vs. Diligence

RELATED TEXTS: Jhn 7:37; Psa 81:10; 1Pe 2:2.

APPLICATION

e |dentify your three major passions in life. Where is “hungering and thirsting for
righteousness” ranked among your passions?

e What has taken away your passion and zeal for the things of God?

e In what ways has God satisfied you when you have hungered and thirsted for
righteousness?

3.5 Beatitude 5: “Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy.” (Mat 5:7)

MEANING AND PRIMARY VIRTUES: Charity, Compassion

e Mercy is part of God’s nature. (Exo 34:6) He expects mercy from his people. (Mic 6:8)

e People who have experienced mercy and forgiveness are filled with gratitude. Their
gratitude, in return, cultivates a merciful attitude towards others.

What the WORLD Says What the BIBLE Says
e “We want justice!” e “(God)... not wanting anyone to perish,
e “Avenge blood with blood!” but everyone to come to repentance.”
(2Pe 3:9)

OPPOSING FORCES IN ACTION
Self-righteousness Vs. Compassion; Ingratitude Vs. Gratitude; Revengefulness Vs. Grace

RELATED TEXTS: Luk 6:38; Col 3:13.

APPLICATION

e Which people in your life do you find it most difficult to be merciful to? Why?

¢ In what ways have you been shown mercy? How has that experience affected you?
e |n what practical ways can you demonstrate God’s mercy in your local community?

3.6 Beatitude 6: “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.” (Mat 5:8)

e MEANING AND PRIMARY VIRTUES: Purity, Holiness

e Seeing God is the ultimate hope of the believer (1Jn 3:2-3) and the fulfilment of the
blessed promise of salvation. But only the pure in heart may receive this blessing.

e A pure heart is cleansed of sin and desires only what God wants.

e Although only Christ can cleanse us from sin (1Jn 1:9) and only God can give us a pure
heart (Psa 51:10), it is the cleansing effect of God’s word (Eph 5:26) and the sanctifying
work of the Holy Spirit (2Th 2:13) that gradually transform us into the new image of Jesus
Christ.

What the WORLD Says What the BIBLE Says
e While people demand clean air, water and | ¢ “Without holiness no one will see the
food, many indulge themselves in lust and Lord.” (Heb 12:14)
devalue the heart and mind. e “You shall be holy, for | am holy” (Lev
9:2)

OPPOSING FORCES IN ACTION
Filthiness Vs. Purity; Pretense Vs. Truthfulness; Distraction Vs. Focus; Chaos Vs. Clarity

RELATED TEXTS: Psa 51:10; Ezk 36:25-27.

APPLICATION
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e How real and urgently do you feel the need to pray to God as David did in Psalm 51:10,
“Create in me a pure heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit within me?”

e What are your greatest challenges when it comes to living a holy, blameless life before God?

e In your quest to live a holy, godly and God-honoring life, what would you ask God for?

3.7 Beatitude 7: “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will called sons of God.” (Mat 5:9)

MEANING AND PRIMARY VIRTUES: Charity, Humility

e Peace is a central characteristic of the kingdom of heaven. (Isa 11:6)

e The “Son of God” is the Messiah (Psa 2:7) whose mission is reconciliation. (2Co 5:19)

¢ In Christ, we who believe in him “receive the full rights of sons” (Gal 4:5) to whom God
has committed the message of reconciliation. We are Christ's ambassadors. (2Co 5:19-20)

What the WORLD Says What the BIBLE Says
e The war-weary world desires peace, but | e Only Jesus makes real and lasting
finds no effective means to obtain real and peace possible—by satisfying God’s
lasting peace. righteous anger against sin through his
e Peace through “just wars” has resulted in sinless life and sacrificial death. (Eph
an endless cycle of violence throughout 2:14)
human history. e Only the Spirit can change one’s heart
and fill it with peace and harmony.

OPPOSING FORCES IN ACTION
Discontentment Vs. Contentment; Jealousy Vs. Humility; God’s Absence Vs. God’s Presence;
Fear Vs. Security; Competition Vs. Collaboration

RELATED TEXTS: Rom 12:18; Jhn 14:27.

APPLICATION

e Who are the people you need to make peace with? What is preventing you from doing
s0?

e Where in a community can you find the opportunity to serve as a peacemaker?

e Share a real-life reconciliation or peacemaking experience of yours with your group.

3.8 Beatitude 8: Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness,
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.” (Mat 5:10)

MEANING AND PRIMARY VIRTUES: Faithfulness, Courage, Perseverance

e Jesus says that “everyone who does evil hates the light.” (Jhn 3:20)

e The world would hate the disciples because it hated Jesus first. (Jhn 15:18)

o “Everyone who wants to live a godly life in Christ Jesus would be persecuted.” (1Th 3:12)

What the WORLD Says What the BIBLE Says
e Principles are good, but not if they get you | ¢ “If they persecuted me, they will
killed or cause you grief. Be flexible! persecute you also.” (Jhn 15:20)
e Standards for right and wrong are not | e *“...Friendship with the world is hatred
defined by what God desires for our good. toward God.” (Jas 4:4)

OPPOSING FORCES IN ACTION
Disloyalty Vs. Loyalty; Unfaithfulness Vs. Faithfulness; Evil Vs. Righteousness

RELATED TEXTS: 1Pe 5:10; 1Pe 3:14-15.

APPLICATION

e Think of a time when you felt like speaking up for what was right. If you did not speak up,
what prevented you from doing it? If you did speak up, what result did it bring?

e How has God enabled you to patiently and peacefully live through persecutions in the
past?

e How can you help others who are facing persecution because of righteousness?
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