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Pentecostal Tabernacle Vancouver 2017 Retreat Topics

Day 1: August 21 (Monday)
Speaker: Geoffrey Ko
Topic: Re-learning the Ten Commandments: Re-entering into a Covenant with God

(Deuteronomy 5:1-21)

1. Background and Purpose

1.1 Safeguard newly-founded freedom (Ex. 19:4-6).

1.2 Nurture a holy nation that displays God’s wisdom and righteousness (Deut. 4:5-8/2 Pet.
2:9).

1.3 The “Manufacturer’s Specifications”: right direction, clear perimeter, safe space. [Kite]

1.4 Foundations of the Abundant Life: [1] “Love the Lord your God with all you heart and with all
your soul and with all you mind” (Deut. 6:5/Mt. 22:37); and [2] “Love your neighbor as
yourself” (Mt. 22:38).

2. Reasons for Relearning: Then and Now

2.1 Then

2.1.1 Self-disqualification of the faithless older generation.

2.1.2 A new beginning for a new generation.

2.1.3 Equipping for survival and victory in a hostile and idolatrous pagan world.

2.1.4 Spiritual revivals and renewals in history began with the rediscovery of God’s Law.

2.2 Now

2.2.1 Signs of our time: loss of “first love”, relational discord, communal staleness, worldliness.

2.2.2 God has charged us to teach our next generation his deeds and commands (Ps. 78:5-7).

2.2.3 We are living in an increasingly godless, immoral, perverted and permissive society
today.

2.2.4 Our longed-for revival must begin with “repairing destroyed foundations”
(Ps.11:3/1s.58:12).

3. The Ten Commandments: Implications and Applications

3.1 “You shall have no other gods before me.” (v.7)

Principle: ALLEGIANCE - LOYALTY — PRIORITY

e Worship and pledge allegiance to the right God.

e God is the one and only true Creator God and Lord of the Universe.

e God loves us so much that he will not tolerate rival gods and rival loves to come between him
and his beloved—us, who were bought at a great price.

e We as God’s creatures must give him our utmost devotion and loyalty; our lives are to glorify
him and give thanks to him (Rom. 1:21).

e God must be our highest priority, over everyone and everything—Lord, Master, Captain.

¢ A “god” is anything a person allows to control his or her life.

e “Other gods” may include: other deities, money, fame, possessions (dream cars and homes),
studies, career, power, family, friends, romance, interests, addictive hobbies (e-Games),
‘Independence” (ego), tradition, influential people, ministry—anyone or anything that comes
before or substitutes God, or erodes our “bonding time” with him (prayer & Bible study).

3.2 “You shall not make for yourself an idol.” (v.8)

Principle: TRUE WORSHIP

¢ Do not worship the right God the wrong way.

God is Spirit and is bigger and more powerful than any representation.

We must think of and relate to the holy, glorious and living God in his terms.
Idols are tangible gods with all of God’s attributes taken out.
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Idols are human creations to domesticate and reduce God to a size that conveniently fits our
plans, ambitions and tastes.

Idols may include handcrafted or drawn images, paintings, photos, relics (e.g., Moses’ bronze
serpent), “Nature”, witchcraft, superstition, astrology, geomancy (“fung shui”), electronic
gadgets (smart phone that gives a false sense of identity, significance, security and control).
Jesus Christ is the only true image of God (Col. 1:15).

Jesus teaches us to worship God in spirit and in truth (In. 4:24).

Idolatry is associated with impurity, lust, evil desires and greed (Col. 3:5).

3.3 “You shall not misuse the name of the LORD you God.” (v.11)

Principle: GOD’S HOLY, POWERFUL and GLORIOUS CHARACTER

The name of the holy and sovereign God should be treated with respect.

There is power in the LORD’s name; it should not be used lightly.

Those who swear by the name of the Righteous Judge must be truthful.

As God’s creation and Christians, our words and actions should bring praise and glory to
God’s name (1 Cor. 10:31). Professing Christians who don’t practice their faith are hypocrites.
The tongue is compared to “a restless evil, full of deadly poison” (James 3:8).

Believers have been cautioned not to say anything unwholesome, but only what is helpful for
the edification and benefit of the hearers (Eph. 4:29).

3.4 “Observe the Sabbath day by keeping it holy.” (v.12)

Principle: SPIRITUAL and PHYSICAL REFRESHMENT

Human beings are to live a balanced and disciplined life in step with God’s “6+1” creation
rhythms of work and rest.

God gives all people a day of rest after six days of labour that they may remain productive.
Sabbath-keeping is also a matter of simple justice because it gives needed and well-deserved
rest to workers and animals (Deut. 5:14).

The deepest purpose of rest is the worship of God for which we were created (Is. 30:15).
Restlessness is the outward manifestation of the lack of inward peace, without which we are
driven by desires and the need to feel and look “alive”.

The Sabbath day is an opportunity to renew our relationship with God and refocus on him by
honoring him and being with him in our worship.

Isaiah defined “honoring the Sabbath” as not going one’s own way, not doing as one pleases
(pursuing one’s interests) or speaking idle words (Is. 58:13).

Nehemiah considered “working, buying and selling” (i.e., business as usual) on the Sabbath as
“desecrating it” (Neh. 13:15-18).

3.5 Honor your father and your mother.” (v.16)

Principle: RESPECT, OBEDIENCE and GRATITUDE

Our attitude towards our parents subtly reflects our attitude towards God.

We respect, obey and are grateful to God because he is our Creator who gives us life.

We must likewise obey and show respect and gratitude toward our parents because they gave
us life, unconditionally love us, care for us, nurture us, train us, and have made great sacrifices
to bring us up.

In Old Testament times, one who curses (despises) his parents would be put to death (Exo.
21:17; Lev. 20:9).

Wisdom and understanding come from obeying one’s parents (Pr. 23:22-26).

Jesus considered financial gifts and support to parents a necessary duty of care: filial piety
(Mt. 15:4-6; Mk. 7:7-13).

Paul commanded children to obey their parents and reminded them of the promise of longevity
(Eph. 6:1-3; Col. 3:20).

Children and grandchildren should be taught to practice their faith by caring for their own
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family and repaying their parents and grandparents (1 Tim.5:4).

“Parents” can be extended to grandparents, elders, uncles and aunts, mentors, teachers and
benefactors who have served us as channels of God'’s love and blessings.

Christian parents should live exemplary lives to earn the respect and obedience due them.

3.6 “You shall not murder.” (v.17)

Principle: GOD-CREATED LIFE IS SACRED

God created human life and holds it sacred.

Life is a gift of God. Only God has the right to give it or take it.

One who takes another person’s life is presuming to exercise God’s role and authority, and
destroying an image-bearer of God.

Murder is a sin against God (Ps. 51:4) who hates the shedding of innocent blood (Pr. 6:17).
Jesus traced the root of “murder” to unresolved anger and grievances, which escalate to
sarcastic remarks [‘Raca” = empty, useless, garbage] and to deliberate insult to a person’s
character [“Moron” = stupid, retarded]—cruel forms of “character assassination” (Mt. 5:21-22).
John wrote that “anyone who hates his brother is a murderer, and no murderer has eternal life
in him;” but true love is evident in those who lay down their lives for others (1 Jn. 3:15-16).

3.7 “You shall not commit adultery.” (v.18)

Principle: FIDELITY and SEXUAL PURITY

This commandment flows out of God’s holy “jealousy”—his zeal to protect what is supremely
precious to him: his intimate relationship with us.

The Bible compares God’s relationship with his people to the covenantal love relationship
between husband and wife.

God decrees that a married couple must remain unconditionally faithful to each other (Mal.
2:13-16). Marriage vows made before God should be kept in spite of difficulties (Mt. 19:3-9).
Our body is the dwelling place of God’s Spirit, and sex is a sacred gift from God and is
reserved for marriage only. Adultery is a sin against God (Gen. 39:9; Ps. 51:4).

Any sexually immoral act that betrays these vows, including premarital and extramarital sex
and prostitution, is considered adultery because it breaks that sacredness and exclusivity.
Jesus equated lust of the eye and heart to adultery (Mt. 5:27-28), for it leads to sin and death
(Ja. 1:15)—as shown in the tainted life of King David (2 Sam. 11).

Lust is a self-centered and self-seeking desire that wants the other person in order to fulfill
one’s own (sexual) needs.

In marriage, lustful desire for another person pulls one away from the unconditional
commitment to one’s spouse.

The 7™ Commandment aims to protect the relational health and stability of the family which is
the basic unit that comprises a larger human community.

Offenders are sinning against God, their spouses, and their own bodies (1 Cor. 6:18).

3.8 “You shall not steal.” (v.19)

Principle: INTEGRITY

Stealing refers to both the violent seizing of another person’s property and secretly taking or
keeping of what is not one’s own.

People who do not bring their full tithe and offering to God are stealing from God (Mal. 3:8-9).
Jesus called the money-changers in the Temple “thieves” because of the hugely-inflated prices
they charged for selling sacrificial animals (Mk. 11:17).

Stealing = cheating in subtle ways: selling defective products, skimping on quality of material,
false advertising, cheating on tests, tax evasion.

Stealing = depriving someone of what is due him: overtime work without pay, not paying bills,
defaulting on loans, returning used goods for refunds, taking sick leave when one is not sick,
counterfeits trading, violating copyright, illegal downloading, plagiarism, keeping cashier-erred
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excess change, keeping lost articles left behind by their owners, unreasonable bargaining.

e Stealing = craftily getting something for nothing: taking stationery from the office, making
personal calls on the company phone system, using a company photocopier for personal
documents, keeping a product delivered by mistake.

3.9 “You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor.” (v.20)

Principle: TRUTHFULNESS and HONESTY

e God is truth and he values truthfulness and honesty.

¢ Sinful human nature causes a person to prefer hearing evil to learning good of his neighbors
(hence gossip magazines sell well!).

¢ “With his mouth the godless destroys his neighbor.” (Pr. 11:9)

¢ Lying comes out of an inadequate view of oneself, fear, or a false sense of self-righteousness.
It ruins our credibility and reputation.

e “Bearing false witness” takes many forms: outright lies, slander, gossip, rumors, deceit,
‘innocent” passing on a story about or judgment on others without first checking the facts, half-
truths, cover-up, exaggeration, hypocrisy (pretending to appear better than what one really is).

¢ Dishonesty plants seeds of suspicion and distrust that destroys a community.

e Christians must be trustworthy and maintain integrity by being honest—“You desire truth in the
innermost being” (Ps. 51:6).

e Truth spoken in love builds up a community and sets it free (Eph. 4:15).

3.10“You shall not covet.” (v.21)

Principle: CONTENTMENT and TRUE SECURITY

e Covetousness is an inner disposition—a craving for what belongs to another, desiring what
one does not have rather than appreciating what one does have.

e To covet is to fantasize about a life other than the one that has been given us, indicating
discontent and ingratitude.

e Covetousness is likely caused by a sense of depravity, insecurity and, above all, a lack of faith
in God who has promised to supply our needs (Mt. 6:33).

e Scheming to get what is craved for could lead to reckless actions such as stealing or murder.

e “The love of money is a root of all kinds of evil” (1 Tim. 6:10).

e Only God can satisfy our cravings and longings—‘In your presence is fulness...In your right
hand there are pleasures forever” (Ps. 16:11).

4. A Personal Spiritual Reality Check
4.1 To what extent have | been able to keep and live out the commandments?

4.2 What kind of attractions, distractions, temptations, pre-occupations or obstacles have
caused me to fall short of obeying a commandment entirely?

4.3 What kind of excuses or rationalization have | been using to justify my incomplete
obedience to a particular commandment?

5. God’s Call: Life or Death? Blessings or Curses? — Choose LIFE! (Deut. 30:19)

6. Our Response: What attitude must | now adopt and what actions must | take?

6.1 New attitude

6.1.1 In but not of the world: God’s witnesses (Is. 43:10), Christ's ambassadors (2 Cor. 5:20).

6.1.2 Live in the light of eternity: everything we do on earth have eternal consequences.
6.2 Decisive actions

6.2.1 Be courageous to confront: facing the real condition and our “true self”

6.2.2 Be humble to repent: feeling remorseful and desiring change

6.2.3 Be honest to confess: admitting our wrongs and asking God for forgiveness

6.2.4 Be decisive to change: reorientation of mindset, forsaking sins

6.2.5 Be bold to act: apology, reconciliation, compensation

6.2.6 Be determined to persevere: live “counter-culturally”, cultivate Christian virtues
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Day 2: August 22 (Tuesday)
Speaker: Edmund San
Topic: Do I trust in the Lord completely?

“Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; in all your
ways *submit to Him, and He will make your paths straight.” (Proverbs 3:5-6 NIV)

[*Verse 6 in King James Version — for comparison: “In all thy ways acknowledge Him, and He
shall direct thy paths.”]

« Examples of complete trust in the Lord: Abraham, Moses, Daniel, Job, Paul, etc.

+« In which areas am | able to trust the Lord completely? In which areas do | lean on myself?

Work

School

Finances

Time

Friendships / Relationships
Marriage

Family

Ministry in church

Wrong and unfair treatment by others
Keeping and applying God’s Word
o Others?

Bible references:

o Proverbs 2:2-3,11-13; 3:1

o | Corinthians 8:1

o Il Corinthians 3:5

o | Corinthians 2:5-7

O O O O O O O O O O

% Do | seek the Lord’s guidance in every circumstance?
Bible reference: Luke 12:22-26

% What changes must | make in order to trust in the Lord completely in all areas of my life?

% How to develop (nurture) complete trust in the Lord?

o Building up one’s relationship with God

o Learning and understanding the Word of the Lord
o Prayer—seeking the Lord’s help

o Giving priority to the Lord

o Forsaking sins

o Humbleness and submissiveness

o Waiting quietly upon the Lord

o Frequent reflection and self-examination

o Service to the Lord

o Gratitude and thanksgiving

(@)

Listening to the guidance of the Holy Spirit
[Bible references on following page]
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Bible references:

o 1John5:5

o John 15: 5-7

o Philippians 4:6-7,13
o John 14:26; 16:13

% How do we acknowledge God?
% My own experiences and examples of being led by the Lord.

% Are there times when you feel that God has neglected your sufferings and plea for help?
How do you feel? How do you respond to God?

Bible reference: | Peter 5:7

Other Bible references
o Jeremiah 17: 5-8
o Isaiah 30:18-19; 40:27-31; 55:8-9
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Day 3: August 23 (Wednesday)
Speaker: Priscilla Lau
Topic: Make the right choices in life

X/
°

*0

X/
°

Choose eternal life (not eternal death)
Bible references: Deuteronomy 30:19-20 ; Mark 8:36; John 3:16

Choose heavenly blessings and peace (not earthly blessings or happiness)
Bible references: Matthew 6:19-20; | Corinthians 15:19; Il Corinthians 4:18

Choose the 'ancient path' and walk on the 'narrow road' (not following the world and walking
on the 'broad road’)

Bible references: Jeremiah 6:16; Matthew 7:13-14

Choose God's wisdom and righteousness (not self-righteousness)
Bible references: Matthew 6:33; Romans 10:3-4; | Corinthians 1:30
Choose to do God's will (not our own desires)

Bible references: Isaiah 55:9; Luke 22:42; Romans 12:2

Choose to serve God only and surrender oneself to follow Christ (no worship of this world or
idols)

Bible references: Joshua 24:15; Matthew 6:24; Luke 9:23

How to make the right choices?

e Do not abuse the freedom given by God
- Bible reference: Galatians 5:13

e Accept the Truth with a humble heart; listen and obey; follow the guidance of the Holy
Spirit
- Bible references: Isaiah 55:3; 48:17-18; John 14:16-17

e Do not quench the Holy Spirit, give in to the Devil, harden the heart, reject God or be
rebellious

- Bible references: | Thessalonians 5:19; Ephesians 4:27; 30; Jeremiah 6:10;
Hebrews 10:26

Question and sharing:

¢ What obstacles are there to hinder you from making the right choices? How would you
react to such challenges?
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