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About Pentecostal babernacle Vancouver

The Pentecostal
Tabernacle Vancouver
(PTV) was established
in 1985. Our mother
church, The Pentecostal
Mission Hong Kong
and Kowloon (PMHK),
was founded in 1907.
We have two churches
located on Hong Kong
Island and in Kowloon
respectively. There were
branches in Guangzhou
and two other locations
in Zhongshan county to
spread the Full Gospel.

The first gathering pIace on West 15th Avenue
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A Sunday gathering in a private home
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The number of overseas emigrants among our members has
increased over the years; many of them to Vancouver. Inspired
by the Lord, our mother church registered Pentecostal Tabernacle
Vancouver in May 1985. Before a suitable place for assembly was
found, the congregation met in a private home every Sunday.
In January 1986, we purchased a building at 1531 West 15th
Avenue, as our worship venue; and regular services began on
February 2, 1986.

Due to the previous lack of regular maintenance, the 50-year-
old building was plagued with water leakage and other issues.
The architect estimated that a major renovation would amount
to sixty percent of the cost of constructing a brand new facility.
After prayerful consideration, it was decided to demolish the old
building and build a new church.

A service held in the old gathering place
BREEREMEAENERL

The new church on West 15th Avenue under construction
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The old building was demolished by July 1987
1987 F7 REREFIFED

Construction of the new church began in September 1987.
Meanwhile, the congregation met in a rented facility on West
16th Avenue. By God’s grace, the new three-storey tabernacle
was completed within seven months. A dedication service was
held in August 1988.

Since 1989, our church has been holding one-week Revival
Meetings every August. A Summer Retreat has also been
held at Summit Pacific College in Abbotsford. Starting from
Easter Sunday in 2023, a regular Sunday service in English
has been added.

Despite the availability of the new church on West 15th
Avenue, the need for improved facilities and the lack of
parking spaces began to emerge. In order to meet the future
needs of the congregation and development of the church,
several lots of land on West 57th Avenue (amounting to more
than 60,000 sq. ft.) were purchased in the early 2000s. After
years of prayers and patient waiting, the decision to submit
an application to the City of Vancouver for a development
permit was made in 2022. An experienced and capable
architectural firm was engaged.

Let us continue to pray for God's guidance and blessing on
this new construction project. May this new venue be an
effective launching pad for spreading the Full Gospel. To our
triune God be all the glory!



HRE-—HEZREMEL+ZF8K BRAXX
g ERAFAEHRFEKEFER » RIBEEM
fdat  AMRRENERNERZENBRENLS
= FANENREERA  RERZERRF -
BEHE

BEHmE TRMSTEIR R » miEHIMMEAA
168 —HAANSERETE - ZHEE - 12§
RIEF » EE=EBrHERMNCERRER »
1988 F8H TR E =S ©

B1989FRE » AEBFSHRTT AN —BRIEE
g0 It B AR ETBRY K P22 R E < B 18
& o ItAh 2023 FRIEHIEERN M T B
BE—RAEHEFRNEFE

The church dedication service held in August 1988
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The exterior of the new church on West 15th Avenue
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In a spirit of togetherness and unity, our church took a significant
step forward during the Summer Retreat on August 13 at
Summit Pacific College. The highlight of the evening was the
special English Service, which marked an exciting milestone in
our ongoing journey towards embracing diversity within our
congregation.

Since Easter in 2023, our church has been conducting weekly
English services in addition to the traditional ones in Cantonese.
While this change has been well-received, we recognized that
not everyone has had the chance to experience this alternative
format of worship. As a result, we decided to share it with all
participants of the Summer Retreat, creating a platform for
greater inclusivity and unity.

Thewe: Unity

The focus of the evening was all about “Unity.” We started
by sharing the well-known saying, “United we stand, divided
we fall,” which set the tone for our exploration of unity as a
collective effort. Just like a soccer team working together to
win, we talked about how we, as brothers and sisters in Christ,
are like players on the same team. We're all responsible for our
shared journey, wins, losses, and challenges, with Jesus as our
ultimate Coach.

Discerning What Unites Us

In our pursuit of unity within our church, it is crucial that we
first assess our current status. This allows us to pinpoint what
is missing, what requires adjustment, and what might have
been contributing to negative growth or low morale. During the
service, we discussed some key elements of unity — humility,
honesty, mutual trust, and respect among team members. These
qualities were identified as the building blocks for a stronger
and more harmonious church.
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Taking Positive Steps Towards Unity

To wrap up the sermon, we suggested some
actionable steps for our church family to consider:

Seek the guidance and empowerment of
the Holy Spirit, asking for qualities such
as love, joy, peace, patience, kindness,
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and
self-control to fill our hearts to overflowing.
Let God transform us, helping us better
understand His will and giving us the
courage to take practical steps toward
unity.

Show love towards, and seek reconciliation
with, our brothers and sisters in Christ,
including those who have left our
congregation. This act of love is a way of
honouring Jesus!

Conclusion

We hold fast to our belief that God hears our
prayers and is guiding our church towards the
right direction. Together, as a loving church
family, we will continue to grow in unity,
moving boldly forward towards building a
supportive community that brings honour to
His name.
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A group photo taken after the English Service at the Retreat
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First Regular Sunday English Service

It was my privilege to attend the first regular Sunday English Service on
Easter Sunday in our Vancouver Church in April. This kind of Full Gospel
English Ministry is desperately needed in North America today. After much
prayer, planning, and preparation by those involved, the Lord guided and
helped them overcome the challenges and finalize the details in time.
Praise God for this new ministry. He made it possible.

Benefits to Future Generations

Many of our second-generation believers who have grown up in a non-
Cantonese speaking environment in North America, may have difficulty
catching the deeper meaning of the sermons delivered in Cantonese.
Although there are instantaneous English translators, their task may
sometimes be burdensome. During the English Service, however, the
preacher not only speaks to the participants in their native language, but
also uses visual aids to help them focus more readily and easily.

Benefits of Advanced Technology
We who live in Southern California are able to join the services in Vancouver
through Zoom livestreaming every Sunday. This gives us the opportunity
to worship and praise God with songs and listen to the sermons. | never
thought this would happen in my lifetime. May God help us to take full
advantage of technological developments.

Core Values Never Change

The society we live in is fast deteriorating; there are so many gray areas
concerning morality and other social values. Without the guidance and
empowerment of the Holy Spirit, we cannot do anything. We must
continuously seek to be filled with the Holy Spirit and keep in step with
Him, for without Him one can hardly distinguish good from evil.

Looking Ahead

We lack workers. Despite our
limitations, we must step out of
our comfort zone and stop being
spectators. With the inauguration
of the English Ministry, more well-
equipped workers are needed in
areas such as message sharing,
teaching Sunday School, nursery
and outreach. God forgives our
sins and saves us in order that
we may witness for our Saviour
Jesus Christ. This is our mission.
God wants the Vancouver Church
to be a light in this dark world.
It's time to roll up our sleeves and
there is no time to waste!

Gilbert Sung and Family
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My father, Mr. Yee Chee San, was hospitalized in June due to pneumonia.
The doctor vowed to try his best while fully aware of my father's
advanced age of 95, organ failures, inability to take food and water,
breathing difficulty and frequent choking. Choosing between taking
food and breathing would be tough, for both sustain life. We knew we
should properly prepare my father to face death.

Ten days later, the doctor considered the treatment ineffective and
suggested its termination; he wasn't sure if it would alleviate the pain.
That was our dilemma. While still indecisive, however, we were informed
that my father had passed away at 6:15 AM on July 2. Thank God for
sparing my mother from making that difficult choice.

My father asked me if he could go through this ordeal; my mother said,
“Life is in God's hands. We don't know.” This is the reality: everyone
must die; no exceptions; no exemptions. When a person is born, his
countdown towards death begins. Regardless of our background,
academic qualifications, status or wealth, we must face our own death,
or that of our relatives or friends. Ecclesiastes 3:2 says, “A time to be
born and a time to die.” We must accept this reality instead of refusing
to think about or face it.

During my father's hospitalization, | thought much about death and
how best to help him confront the reality courageously. | experienced a
myriad of mixed emotions: fear, weariness, sadness. | also learned much
about trust, obedience, reflection, introspection, gratitude, contentment,
empathy, and compassion.

Why do people fear death? Nobody has experienced what would happen
after death that he could tell others about it. Although there were cases
of people coming back to life shortly after death, those were brief and
subjective. So, there is much uncertainty. Some non-believers think that
death is like the light going out of a lamp; yet their fear remains. This
explains why at the funerals of people of other faiths a strong sense of
sorrow and uneasiness prevails, for the destiny of their souls is unclear.

The passing of loved ones saddens us, for they are gone. We feel a sense
of loss when we reminisce the times spent together. Sorting out their
belongings is a kind of farewell and difficult emotional severance. The
Scripture says, “Brothers, we do not want you to be ignorant about

y the End of Life
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Edmund San (centre) and Mr. Yee Chee San (3rd from left) with family members

those who fall asleep, or to grieve like the rest of men, who have no hope.
We believe that Jesus died and rose again and so we believe that God will
bring with Jesus those who have fallen asleep in Him (1 Thessalonians
4:13-14). This tells us that we can grieve, but shouldnt feel hopeless,
suppress our emotions, or pretend to be happy. We all experience grief.
If we believe that Jesus has died and also risen, then we know we are
not eternally separated from those who died in Christ, for there will be a
resurrection.

Expressing our emotions in a healthy way is a healing process. Grieving
does not necessarily mean weakness or loss of faith; just a way of
remembrance. | am grateful for the prayers, messages and greetings from
my brothers and sisters in Christ. They brought me comfort and increased
my faith. Their love gave me the strength to face pain, as Galatians 6:2
says, “Carry each other's burdens.” Christians are so blessed by God's
word and family and their support.

Here is what | have learned about facing death:

(1) Trust and Obedience: My mother said, “Life is in God's hands.”
Without God's permission, not even a sparrow will fall down. God's
plan and timing are perfect; His ways are higher than ours. So if we
trust Jesus when facing death or other challenges, God will show us
His good and perfect will. Obedience helps us find our bearing when
confronted with such difficult moments as facing death, and respond
appropriately. Sometimes it is hard to trust and obey, but God gave
this promise: “And we know that in all things God works for the
good of those who love Him, who have been called according to His
purpose” (Romans 8:28).

(2) Reflection and Introspection: When my father asked me if he could go
through the ordeal, | replied, “I don't know! But this hurdle is not what
matters the most. The most crucial one is whether we are fit to see
the Lord. That's why we must reflect, confess our sins, and repent.”
This caused me to ponder deeply on the brevity of life. Since we do
not know when we will leave this world, we must use our time wisely
and effectively, treasure the moments with loved ones, and be vigilant
about how we live. Death is a catalyst that reminds us of life’s brevity
and uncertainty. Do not wait for the last moment to repent. Instead,
maintain a close relationship with Christ, treasure every day, live a God-
pleasing life, and zealously share the Gospel and God's love.
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(3) Gratitude and Contentment: Be grateful at all times, good or bad.
We thank God for blessing us with a happy Father's Day before my
father was hospitalized. He remained alert and was able to converse
and pray with us so that we could prepare him well for his death
together. He only experienced some discomfort for a day and passed
away painlessly. Thank God for meticulously arranging every detail
according to His good will and perfect timing. Gratitude is an attitude
and a mindset which gives us inner peace and joy in hard times.
Contentment helps us to be joyful in all circumstances, for God is our
ultimate satisfaction.

(4) Sympathy and Compassion: Empathy enables us to understand
the sadness and pain of others. | tried to put myself in my father's
situation, facing his own death with fear and experiencing pain on his
sickbed. | prayed that God would bestow His comfort and healing on
him, especially his soul. Sympathy and compassion are expressions
of love. They deepen our relationship with others, finding mutual
support and comfort while going through a common experience.

Facing death is a process filled with emotions and challenges. As Christians,
we find strength and comfort from Biblical truths, trust in God, submit to
His will, be grateful for His blessings, be content, and be sympathetic and
compassionate towards others.

Link for Edmund San'’s Cantonese sharing on July 2, 2023:
http://www.pentecostal-mission.org/pendata/vansermon/20230702V02.mp3
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August 7 (Monday)

Topic: A Lukewarm Church
Revelation 3:14-22
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August 8 (Tuesday)

Topic: Life Transformation

2 Corinthians 3:16-18; Ephesians 4:17-32
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August 9 (Wednesday)

Topic: Hearing and Practisng the Word
James 1: 19-27
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2023 Topics of Revival Meetings

August 10 (Thursday)

Topic: Return to God

Isaiah 1:2-5, 16-20, 25-26; 30:15
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August 11 (Friday)

Topic: Fellowship & Mutually Work Together
in the Work of the Gospel in Faith

Hebrews 6:3, 11-12
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August 12 (Saturday)

Topic: Hesitate No More, Return to God
Genesis 19:14-29
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August 14 (Monday)
Topic: Wisdom from Heaven
<o 4

—

Where does our wisdom come from? How do heavenly
wisdom and worldly wisdom differ?

Why do we need to seek true wisdom?

What benefits has the wisdom from heaven brought us?
How can we obtain and preserve this true wisdom?
Heavenly wisdom is impartial (without prejudice) and
sincere (without hypocrisy). What does it mean?

What tangible changes did your life undergo after you
had received the wisdom that comes from heaven?
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August 15 (Tuesday)

[
€ Topic: Who Is In Charge of My Life? 3

1. Is there a distinction in your daily life between “my
business” and “God’s matters”?
2. What kind of lifestyle is considered “being close to God"?

2.1 A Pure Heart - Remembering God's word in your
clean and clear heart

2.2 ASincere Heart - Genuinely doing what God wants
for us

2.3 A Zealous Heart - Willing to learn from and imitate

Jesus at all times and be humble, obedient, and
€
o

intentional in renewing ourselves.
3
-

1. What is the goal of a Christian? What difficulties will a

good Christian encounter?

Why do we pursue such a goal? What important things

have you given up for the sake of Christ?

3. How to live a God-pleasing Christian life? What are my
shortfalls?

4. How can we obtain the heavenly reward that God will
bestow upon us — eternal life?

August 16 (Wednesday)
Topic: Living for the Lord
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FACILITIES UPGRADE AND
NEW BUILDING DEVELOPMENT UPDATE

1153 West 57th Avenue Development Project

Development Permit Application: On June 26, 2023, our architect
submitted the Development Permit Application Package to the City of
Vancouver.

1. The City opened a public commentary section on their development
page, “Shape Your City", from August 21 to September 5, 2023. The
project details, site plan, and streetscape can be accessed at
https://www.shapeyourcity.ca/1101-1189-w-57-ave

2. The project has been assigned a new address:

1153 W 57th Avenue, Vancouver, BC

3. Our architect is diligently working on new renderings for the
sanctuary hall. These renderings will facilitate ongoing consultations
with our congregation as we move forward.

1531 15th Avenue Renovation Project

The building permit application is currently under review by the City
of Vancouver. We are working closely with city officials to ensure all
necessary approvals are obtained. We are hopeful that the renovation
work will commence in early 2024.
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Upcoming Events
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Fellowship Luncheon &
Nov 3 Church Affairs Report
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Dec 9 Christmas Sing ’n Share
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Dec 25 Christmas Service

10:30 am %ﬁ;‘%ﬁ

Dec 25 Christmas Banquet
6:30 pm HY S SRR

Jan 1, 2024 New Year’s Service
10:30 am i:ﬂg’—,’%ﬁ

Service Schedule EFEI5R

Cantonese Services

(English simultaneous interpretation and livestreaming
available during service)

Sunday: 10:30 am; 7:00 pm

Wednesday: 7:00 pm

English Service

Sunday: 10:30 am
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Editorial Committee

“m 55

Pentecostal Tabernacle Vancouver
1531 West 15th Avenue
Vancouver, BC V6K 2K5

Phone: +1 604.732.4470
www.pentecostal-mission.org

For any comments or enquiries,
please send email to:

MEEMERNENR  FRETHHE:

contact.ptv@pentecostal-mission.org



