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Rachel Chang

I remember that specific
night at the Vancouver Retreat very
clearly — we were praying in the
chapel. Suddenly, I simply gave
up in trying so hard; I humbled and
gave myself to Jesus.

Growing up in a Christian
home, I have always loved Jesus
and [ have been able to gain the
best of being both Chinese and
American. Jesus has been working
in my heart ever since | went to
my mother's home church in Hong
Kong. Because I want to do God's
will, T was willing to listen to the
thoughts of other more experienced
Christians. 1 must say that the very
night that I received the Baptism of
the Holy Spirit, it was the happiest
moment of my entire life — because
finally, I had no doubt that God is
alive. So that very night, I knelt
down by my bed and called out to
Jesus Christ with all my heart and
soul — I want to be close to Him

forever. Jesus is worth everything!

For a moment in time, I was
struggling a WHOLE lot with
myself because 1 simply wasn't
able to be myself. I've always
believed in Jesus Christ with all
my heart, and thought of myself
as God's child. That's why it was
s0 hard for me to immediately go

back to a public school after the

is someone you can learn from.

Jesus Christ should be our ultimate
teacher; He is our only hope worth
living for. Let Him lead us in what
we do.

Don't think about what
separates us.Think about
what brings us together. Have

confidence in yourself, and I never

Retreat. Westerner
and Asians are so different.
Some Americans call themselves
Christian, but it is so easy to lose
touch with God when they are too
comfortable with who they are.
My school is named
“Providence™, and it used to be a
Christian school. Now it is a public
school for all, and 1 am learning to
stand up for what I believe in. We
have so much to learn from each
other. Don't lose hope, have that
simple faith like a child, because
we will ALWAYS be like a child in
God's eyes. I have never forgotten

a teacher in my life — a teacher

y gave myself away to
God when I needed to.

God is to be feared and
revered always, and many people
know that. I will try my best to
make my life the best testimony.
Keep on moving forward, not
looking back.Laugh when
something is funny. We are made in
the Lord's image. Don't think about
what is bad about other Christians.
We need Jesus because we have
a lot of weaknesses. We need to
lead a happy and abundant life —
that is God’s intention. LET GO of
EVERYTHING to GOD, and allow

Him take control of our lives.
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Dorothy Yang

I would like to share with
you how I received the Baptism of
the Holy Spirit on August 22nd,
2008.

For as far back as I can
remember in my childhood, I had
gone to church with my mother
once since moving to Canada. 1
used to go to a church where the
Holy Spirit was not mentioned that
much, but rather they stressed the
importance of accepting Jesus as
one’s personal Saviour. So when
I was ten years old, I decided to
take this step for myself — I prayed
to God, telling Him that I accepted
Jesus Christ as my Saviour, and
that I believed He died for my sins
and rose again, and thus believed
that I could be forgiven.

The years went by, and
eventually my mother and I
stopped going to that church. 1
experienced periods where I
drifted away from my faith, and
periods where T felt compelled to
try to seek God, to read the Bible,
to be close to Him. Eventually,
these feelings of wanting to seek

God led me to return to the church

that I used to attend. However,
1 felt that the youth there were
hard for me to relate to, and I was
disappointed — yet, I was cager to
stay in a church environment.

Thankfully, God had His
plan for me. When I entered
Grade 11, I never expected that
I would befriend Camille Wong.
As it so happened, T had known
about her from mutual friends,
but we never really had much
in common... until we started
to share with each other about
spiritual things. Soon after we
met, she asked me if I would like
to attend church with her one day
— this was in October of 2006.
The very first time that I went to
church with her, I found myself
very impressed by the seriousness
and level of dedication the church
members had, and found that the
youth were very easy to get along
with, and they seemed committed
to their spiritual lives. I decided
to stay with this church.

At first, the idea of the
Baptism of the Holy Spirit and
speaking in tongues as initial
evidence was very strange to me,
and 1 suppose that for about the
year-and-a-half that I was there,
I wrestled with accepting this
idea — while trying to develop a
closer relationship with God, and
changing myself without really
having received the Holy Spirit.
At one point in 2007, I even left
the church for six weeks to pursue

worldly things, but soon found
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that I missed church and felt that
I wanted and needed to go back.
When I came back, I wanted to
attend the Summer Retreat but had
missed the registration deadline,
and was probably not fully ready
or in the right state of mind.

This year, as the week of
Revival Meetings and Summer
Retreat grew closer, I had already
been seeking the Holy Spirit on
and off for a while. However, it
was only when I dared to admit
to myself that I did not have the
Holy Spirit — and therefore was
not God’s child — that I really
committed myself to seeking
it. Although I started off with
a strong desire for the Holy
Spirit, my search was blurred by
continual thoughts of previous
testimonies of other people crying,
by confusion about what it would
be like to speak in tongues, about
who I would be after I received
this gift.

The week of Revival
Meetings passed and as the Retreat
began, I found myself secking
the Holy Spirit very seriously —
praying for long extended time,
and genuinely feeling the urge
to receive this gift. I knew that I
could not change my sinful nature
or my character without the Holy
Spirit, and as the days went by,
1 did begin to feel discouraged.
After speaking to many brothers
and sisters who encouraged me
that I must not be disappointed or

frustrated, and that God has His



___

own good time for everything,
I decided to keep on seeking. 1
thought of those verses in Romans
where Paul speaks about how only
the Holy Spirit can free us from
being slaves to our sinful nature,
and how anyone who did not have
the Spirit of God with them did
not belong to God. I also thought
of how God had promised that He
would give this to us, keeping in
mind that [ knew that God did want
to give this to me.

On the last day as we drove
away from the Retreat, I wondered
to myself if I would indeed receive
the Baptism of the Holy Spirit;
but I decided that I would not give
up. On the very next day, I had a
job interview in the morning and
appointments with friends planned
throughout the day. 1 found myself
very desperate to be able to find a
place to pray alone, and continue
to seek for the Holy Spirit. So
finally at night, I cancelled an
appointment with some friends
in favour of praying. This time,
I set aside all my doubts, all my
worries about how I was not
perfect enough for this or ready
enough for this, I tried not to think
about anything except sincerely
telling God that I was ready to give
everything up to Him. I asked
Him to forgive me for my sins, and
told Him how I only wanted and
needed His Holy Spirit in my life
so much, especially since I was
starting university, and a new job

as well. I knew that I needed the

Holy Spirit to truly change myself,
and I wanted to be God’s child.

This time, with the belief
that God would give this to me
and the real desire for this gift,
God granted it to me! At first, |
could not believe it, but I knew
something had happened. In
my excitement and confusion, I
called my friend Camille and told
her that I thought I might have
just received the Holy Spirit.
Thankfully, she encouraged me
to keep praying for confirmation.
This confirmation did come to
me, and as | was praying and
being moved to speak in tongues,
I remember thinking to myself
— “this is far too amazing for me
to be making it up, or for it to be
anything but from God”. Contrary
to my prior “expectations”, it did
not take hours of prayer; I did not
burst into tears (in fact, I found
myself only laughing and having
tears of joy), and it was not nearly
as difficult as I thought it was
during the Retreat — when I had
spent hours and hours praying
without really focusing as much as
I needed to.

The next few days were a
blur of happiness and yet a strange
disbelief even, as I could not
believe that the gift I had wanted
so badly for what feels like a long
time, has finally been given to
me. However, as these thoughts
come to me even now, I remind
myself of how God has taught me

not to doubt His amazing power.
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At the time, 1 felt so wrapped up
in God's perfect love, so amazed at
how freely it was given to me, and
how utterly undeserving I was of
such great love. 1 will admit now
that I have had this amazing event
happen to me, I know that there is
a long road ahead and much, much
growing to do. 1 have learned that
God's love is so readily available
to us, and He really just wants us
to be honest with Him — tell Him
everything within our hearts, and to
really believe that He will give this
to us if we are truly seeking. It’s
so important to humble ourselves
and admit to ourselves that we need
His guidance, and as I was sharing
with my Sunday School class the
weekend after, this really is the best
thing that one can ever receive in
this life.

So in closing, my
encouragement to anyone who is
still seeking, is not to give up. Even
if at times you don’t know what to
pray about or feel discouraged, just
ask God for help and know that He
will help us no matter what if we
call on His name. He loves us so
much and truly wants us to be His
children. I know now that this is
only the beginning, and that the real
spiritual journey begins to be closer
to our Heavenly Father. Thanks
and praise to God for all that He has

e

done!




‘Winthrop Yow

I want to share with all of
you how I felt and the lessons
I learned before and after I was
baptized in the Holy Spirit. I used
to believe that doing good works
can persuade God to give me
the Holy Spirit sooner. When I
prayed, sometimes I felt He wasn’t
listening. Many times, I prayed
with my mind, but not enough from
my heart. I had doubts whether He
would answer my prayers because
I didn’t know what His will is and
what else He wants from me.

When I was sick in May, 1
couldn’t do anything for two and
a half months. During that time,
I saw four doctors but none of
them could tell me the cause of
my illness. All I could think of
was why me and why now? Did
God not want me to go to the
Summer Bible Camp or look for
work in Hong Kong? What did 1
do to make Him punish me like
this? In my prayers, I asked then
listened; but no response. It was
until T heard a sermon on tape

which talked about praising God in

our daily life and prayers. Then I

realized I have only acknowledged
God’s presence, but 1 didn’t truly
praise Him. As the weeks past, |
lost more and more weight and my
dizziness and headaches were not
decreasing. Surprisingly, the only
time that the dizziness subsided
was when 1 listened to the sermon
tapes and half of the times when I
prayed. I began to understand that
the weaker I became, the stronger
I felt God’s presence. I was no
longer suffering in my illness
because I knew Jesus was with me;
that His grace is sufficient (IT Cor.
12:9). He humbled me also with
His love by giving me a verse “Not
by works but by grace” and “Give
thanks in all circumstances”.(I
The. 5:16)

This led to my baptism in the
Holy Spirit on Dec. 18th, 2007 at
7:10am. That morning when I was
praying out loud saying “Thank
you Lord Jesus for being with
me” over and over again without
choosing the words I want to say;

1 felt an overwhelming sensation
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flowing all through my body. I
felt very loved and close to Him.
Then the ringing in my left ear
completely subsided. I clearly
heard my voice saying, “Thank
you Lord Jesus”, and suddenly, it
changed to another language. It
was then the Holy Spirit entered
into my heart and caused me to
love God even more. From that day
on, the Holy Spirit gave me: a clear
mind; strength to forgive and resist
temptation; a greater desire to pray
and read the Bible. I have learned
through this experience that God
has been and continues to walk
beside me in good and difficult
times. When I can’t feel His
presence in my life and prayers,
it is because of my will, my pride
and my sins. These are the things
that form a barrier between God
and us. The only way to experience
God’s peace and freedom from
sin is to focus on things which are
true, noble, righteous and pure. For
if we do these things, Paul says,
“The God of peace will be with

you...”.
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